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Manyhomebuyersthink
thatsolicitorsaretheonly
professionalswhoarelegally
qualifiedtoperformtheprocess
oftransferringownershipofa
property.Whatmanybuyers

don’trealiseisthatlicensed
conveyancersareafinancially
viableoption.Theyare
legallyqualifiedprofessionals
whospecialiseinproperty
conveyancing,including

residential,commercialand
ruralsectors.

Solicitorsprovidewider
legalexpertiseforarangeof
legalissues.Unfortunatelythis
oftentranslatesintohigherfees
forwhatisarelativelysimple
legalpropertytransferprocess.

Choosingaconveyancer
tohandleyourproperty
transactioncangenerally
provideyouwiththefollowing
benefits:
Competitivefees.
Highservicelevelsand
greateraccessibility
(LicenSedconveyancersfocus
solelyonpropertytransactions
anddonotdealwithmatters
ofthecourt.Theytendtobe
moreavailabletoclientsand
henceprovidehigherlevelsof
service).

Morerelaxedapproachto
clients–conveyancersare
encouragedtouseeveryday
terminologyratherthan
complex“legalspeak”

10 questions to ask 
your conveyancer
1.Doyouhavearisk

managementprocedurein
place?

2.WillIbedealingdirectlywith
you?

3.Canyouprovidemewitha
step-by-stepunderstanding
oftheconveyancingprocess?

4.Whatareyourtotalfees?Are
theysubjecttochange?

5.Howareyourfeestobepaid
duringtheconveyancing
process?

6.Whenisstampduty
payable?

7.IstheFirstHomeOwner’s
$7,000grantincludedin
thesettlementfunds?

8.Whoarrangespaymentof
ratesandleviesandhoware
theycalculated?

9.HowdoIarrangetocollect
keysaftersettlement?

10.WhonotifiestheOwners’
Corporation,LocalCouncil

andValuerGeneralofthe
changeofownershipofthe
property?

Itisimportanttonotethat
conveyancersarealsoableto
assistyouinthepreparation
ofyourcontractswhenyouare
readytobeginsellingyour
property.

Forassistanceinfinding
aqualifiedconveyancer
inyourarea,visitthe
AustralianInstituteof
Conveyancers(AIC)website,
www.aicnational.com.au.
TheAIC’sroleistodevelop
professionalstandards,
handlecomplaintsandassist
consumerswhorequire
conveyancingservices.

GeriForsaithisalicensed
conveyancerforSydneyProperty
Conveyancing.

Assessing your legal options

No property purchase is complete without a significant amount of legal work being conducted. 
Traditionally solicitors have been the first port of call for anything “legal”. For specialised property 
purchase issues, however, a licenced conveyancer may be a viable option.  Geri Forsaith reports.

Toholdaconveyancer’s
licence,youmust:
havecompletedatwo-yeartertiaryeducationcoursein
conveyancinglawandpractice;

holdprofessionalindemnityinsuranceforyour
protection;

havecompletedextensive,comprehensivetrainingwith
aminimumoftwoyearsexperienceinconveyancing
practice;and

Attendannualcontinuingprofessionaleducation
programs.

LicensedconveyancersaregovernedbytheAustralian
InstituteofConveyancers.
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